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Review of NRDA Goals 

DWH NRDA Process and Status Update

Q&A 



 Compensate the Public for injuries to natural 
resources and for lost human uses 



 NRDA is Restoration-Focused
◦ Restoration is considered early and throughout the NRD process

 NRDA is a Cooperative Process
◦ Getting to restoration requires a common vision & coordination with:

 Co-Trustees and the public  

 Moves more quickly if Responsible Party shares the same vision and works 
cooperatively with the Trustees 

 NRDA is a Legal Process
◦ Trustees are required to demonstrate causality 

between the release & resource injury/lost use

◦ The polluter pays for assessment and restoration

In Summary, Three Things…



 Federal Trustees:
◦ U.S. DOC – NOAA
◦ U.S. DOI – FWS, NPS, BLM, BIA
◦ U.S. DOD -Navy

 State Trustees:
◦ Alabama 
◦ Florida
◦ Louisiana
◦ Mississippi
◦ Texas 

 Trustee Council:  
◦ Goal: Work cooperatively to determine the magnitude and

extent of injury to natural resources in the GOM from the 
DWH spill and fully restore those injured resources 

DWH Trustee Council Membership
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 Notice of Intent to Conduct Restoration 
Planning, published in Fed. Reg.  10/1/10

 NRDA public meetings: five states in October

 Programmatic EIS 

 Assessment activities

continuing

Upcoming and Ongoing Activities…



 Technical Working Groups (TWGs) composed of State and Federal 
natural resource trustees are working with the RP’s consultant to 
implement pre-/post-impact field studies for multiple resources:

◦ Water Column – fate and transport
◦ Fisheries and Plankton 
◦ Submerged Aquatic Vegetation
◦ Subtidal Habitats
◦ Shallow and Deepwater Corals 
◦ Shoreline Habitats: Beaches, 

wetlands, mudflats
◦ Birds
◦ Marine Mammals and Turtles
◦ Terrestrial Wildlife
◦ Human Use: Fishing, hunting, and beach recreational closures
◦ Includes water/sediment/tissue sampling and observations   

from planes, ships and shore
◦ Includes potential impacts from the response 

◦





 Over70 offshore research cruises

 23,500 NRDA environmental samples:
◦ 15,763 water

◦ 2,573 sediment, and

◦ 2,149 tissue samples.

 ~2,000 linear miles of shoreline  surveyed

 Oil documented on more than 950 miles of 
shoreline

 Live oiled wildlife captured: >1,900 birds and 
450 sea turtles. 

 Dead visibly oiled wildlife collected: 1,850 
birds, 17 sea turtles; 5 marine mammals.



www.darrp.noaa.gov (including workplans)

www.geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse/

www.darrp.noaa.gov (Science Missions/Data)

http://www.darrp.noaa.gov/
http://www.darrp.noaa.gov/
http://www.geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse/
http://www.geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse/
http://www.darrp.noaa.gov/


GeoPlatform.Gov – Monitoring Oil Spill 

Response and Restoration




